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Philomath City Council
Informational Report

Title/Topic:  DEQ Permit Violation Fine 2024-Information Only

Meeting Date: July 22, 2024 Staff Contact: Kevin Fear
Department: Public Works Email: kevin.fear@philomathoregon. gov

BACKGROUND
Please refer to attachment “ Notice of Civil Penalty Assessment and Order Case No. WQ/M-WR-
2023-154”. 

On September 1, 2023, the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) contacted Public
Works regarding reported “ water clarification beads ( media) discharged from the WTP”. An
operator on staff was sent out to check. He witnessed approximately 20-40 small orbs that he
thought were clarifier media but did not retrieve any as they were out of reach and spread out. He
said that he knew some had escaped the Water Treatment Plant, but thought they were all
contained in the alum ponds. The operator said some were submersed below the water line, so it
was difficult to tell if they were clarifier media or eggs of some sort or other items. 

DEQ later came out for an inspection; no media was found or identified by DEQ in the oxbow. 
There was media observed by staff and DEQ in the alum ponds during this inspection, which is
not a violation unless they leave the alum ponds.  

The root issue was later discovered to be a 2” x 2” x 1/4-inch-thick angle iron which bent slightly
allowing the screen to lift and separate from the seal during a backwash cycle, allowing a few
media beads to escape. To this date only one of sixteen angle irons has bent. It is unknown why
or how this occurred, and it was such a minor bend that it was not visible upon inspection after
emptying the tank. The operators were able to isolate sections of the screen and use a light to try
to identify the problem and where it was coming from. The filter was left out of service until a
replacement angle iron could be obtained and coated with approved coating. The filter was placed
back in service in about 7 days from discovery of the problem. Once installed no further media
was observed when backwashing occurred in that filter. 

The City eventually received a fine of $5,200 for the original reported media in the oxbow. The
Plant is nearly forty-year-old and does have issues and no amount of maintenance can prevent
this. The screens are checked almost daily and samples from the alum ponds are retrieved 2 or
3 times a week for compliance monitoring. The seals are changed yearly with the cleaning of the
clarifier tank which houses the media.  

The new Water Treatment Plant will have a membrane filter and will not have media of any type
to discharge so the risk of this issue recurring will be eliminated once the project is complete and
the new Plant is online. 

ATTACHMENTS
1. Notice of Civil Penalty Assessment and Order Case No. WQ/M-WR-2023-154
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