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Former Philomath Mill Methane Investigation at 
Millpond Crossing 
Summary 
The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality is working with MPC Builders LLC – the developer of 
Millpond Crossing, a subdivision at the former Philomath Mill site – to further investigate methane that has 
been found in soil gas near homes. Methane is flammable and in confined spaces, can cause an explosion or 
displace oxygen. Prior site assessment activities identified buried decaying organic material within former log 
ponds on the property that is generating gases, including methane. 

An agreement was reached between the developer and DEQ in late July 2021, requiring a complete and 
thorough investigation to determine appropriate measures needed to remediate methane gas at the former 
mill. Under this agreement, the developer will submit a methane investigation work plan by Aug. 18, 2021, for 
DEQ review and approval, which can take two to three weeks. 
Within seven days of DEQ approval, the work plan will be 
implemented. Next steps for the project will depend on the results 
of the investigation and updates will be posted to DEQ’s webpage 
shown below. The subdivision is on the northeast corner of South 
15th Street and Chapel Drive in Philomath, a city in Benton County. 
 
DEQ recommended in early June 2021 that the City of Philomath 
pause new construction of any additional homes until the 
developer has completed the methane investigation and, if 
necessary, fully implements a methane mitigation plan.  

Precautions 
High levels of methane can be a safety hazard and a public health risk. DEQ, in consultation with Oregon 
Health Authority and the Philomath Fire Department, is advising residents at Millpond Crossing to: 

• Have no open outdoor flames.  
• Avoid anything that would generate sparks while on the property, including power tools with the 

potential to cause sparks, wood and charcoal fires, as well as smoking materials. Gas grills are OK if off 
the ground in a ventilated space. Powered lawnmowers, regardless of fuel source (electric or gas) 
should not be operated around residences or structures. 

Fact Sheet  

Millpond Crossing in April 2021. 
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• Be careful around any enclosed spaces, such as electrical boxes, crawlspaces, sheds and utility corridors, 
by avoiding sparks near these spaces and ventilating before entering. 

• Leave crawl space vents located around the perimeter of the foundation of the homes unblocked and 
uncovered.   
 

MPC Builders LLC has installed venting systems and methane alarms in each home. If you have concerns with 
regard to the operation of these systems or are unsure if these systems have been installed, please contact 
MPC Builders LLC directly at 541-609-9513 or methaneinfo@millpondcrossing.net. 
 

Methane Investigation 
Sampling in June 2020 and April 2021 found methane in shallow soil at several locations on the former mill 
property that are above the level at which methane becomes a concern.  
 
Some of the samples were at concentrations that exceeded the lower explosive limit for methane and were 
adjacent to newly constructed homes. State fire officials say the explosive range for methane is 5 to 15% so the 
lower explosive limit, or the level at which methane becomes a concern, is 5% by volume. 

Background 
The former Philomath Mill site operated under various names between 1955 and 1998, and had two large log 
ponds. The ponds were filled with wood waste and rock during the 1980s.   
 
MPC Builders is building homes in Millpond Crossing on the former Philomath Mill site. The developer has built 
about 60 homes and has plans for 169 in total. The planned investigation will help determine what additional 
measures may be necessary to manage the methane in the future. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information 
For more information about the methane investigation at Millpond Crossing visit the Philomath Mill page on 
ESCI or contact DEQ Project Manager, Anthony Chavez at 541-687-7348 or anthony.chavez@deq.state.or.us. 

Alternate formats  
DEQ can provide documents in an alternate format or in a language other than English upon request. Call DEQ 
at 800-452-4011 or email deqinfo@deq.state.or.us. 

Aerial view of Philomath Mill in 1978. Aerial view of Philomath Mill in 2021. 
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